Year 6
Writing Guide

Recommendations from Year 6 teachers- Where to start…
https://www.pobble365.co
m/ and
https://www.onceuponapict
ure.co.uk/

https://www.literacyshed.com/whatsnew.html
The literacy shed provides stimulating videos
and learning opportunities.

These websites have a new
picture every day that can act
as a stimulus for writing as
well as various different writing
activities to have a go at.

This website offers writing
booklets with a range of
interesting activities to
complete.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bite
size/tags/zhgppg8/year-5and-p6-lessons

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ne
wsround
Newsround will keep you
updated about what is
going on in the world, stay
informed and write your
own reports and
responses.

https://www.talk4writing.co
m/home-school-units/

Find something you are interested in. Try to
become an expert in that area. Research all
you can about it, present your information in
different ways and share your learning with
others.

The BBC Bitesize website
has daily lessons for all
different subjects.

When writing, remember to always:
• Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting
language that shows good awareness of the reader.
• In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere.
• Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the
action; distinguish between the language of speech and writing.
• Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing
requires.
• Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality,
particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary.
• Use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs.
• Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing.
• Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2, and use such
punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity.
• Spell correctly.
• Maintain legibility in joined handwriting.

Words, words, words…
Year 6 teachers say be formal. Be adventurous.
Before you start writing, you could create a word wall of exciting
words or phrases you plan to use.

Enhance
your
sentence!

Whoever, whenever
Whoever was the first to
leave, and whenever they
did, I was in no doubt their
ears would be ringing on
their walk home.

More, more, more

So, so

The more they drank, the
more they shouted, the
more excited people
became.

The music was so loud, so

Three of
The party was riotous,
roaring and raucous.

ear-piercingly deafening,
that people could not hear
one another talk.

Triple noun colon
Fun, laughter and music:
the party was hitting its
peak.

Not only, but so
Not only was the music
loud, but so were the
voices of people shouting
to one another.

The party
was loud.

Verb beginning

Unfortunately
fortunately

Unfortunately, someone
Considering how loud the
had turned the volume up
music was, it was a
still higher. Fortunately,
wonder people were still
the song was popular and
able to talk to their friends.
people immediately rushed
to the dancefloor.

Adverb beginning

It is not, it is

Loudly blaring out of the
speakers, the music filled
the room.

It is not the quality of
music that makes a party
great, it is the volume.

Comma although

Double adjective start

The music was loud,
although that did not stop
people trying to have
conversations.

Ear-splitting and
deafening, the music
blared out from the
speakers.

Simile start
Like thunder, the bass
thudded from the
speakers.

Formal or informal?
Formal Writing

When do I need to use a formal
tone?
Most writing is formal.
Some writing, such as newspaper
articles or persuasive writing can be very
formal.
What does formal writing look like?
Expanded form (cannot, will not)
Formal language (ouch!, prepare)
Rhetorical questions (What would you
do in this position?
Formal phrasing (It is inadvisable to…)

Informal Writing

When can I use an informal tone?
Diary entries can be written informally.
When you use direct speech, you can be
informal.
What does informal writing look
like?
Contractions (can’t, won’t)
Slang (ugh!, get/got e.g. get ready)
Question tags (You liked it, didn’t you?)

Informal phrasing (You shouldn’t…)

How to adjust your style for different genres

How to adjust your style for different genres

Writing discussion pieces

Writing a Text Analysis - Creating a quotation explosion
Step
Step
Step
Step
Step

1:
2:
3:
4:
5:

Decide on your point.
Find a quote that demonstrates your point.
Identify the word classes within your quote.
Define each word/phrase, or purpose of the punctuation.
Link the meaning of words/phrases and punctuation to your point.

Writing a Text Analysis

P Point

E
Evidence

A
Analysis

L
Link

A PEAL paragraph
is made up of one
point, one piece of
evidence and more
than one point of
analysis which must
be linked back to
your point.

Writing a PEAL paragraph…
P - Make your point
E - This is shown when …. “….” (Give your quote)
A - Pick out the word or phrase you are going to focus on
first and give its meaning in this context, or if focusing on a
particular piece of punctuation explain its usual purpose
L - Explain how that word/phrase/piece of punctuation links
to your point
A - Pick out another word or phrase you are going to focus
on and give its meaning in this context, or if focusing on a
particular piece of punctuation explain its usual purpose
L - Explain how that word/phrase/piece of punctuation links
to your point
A - Pick out another word or phrase you are going to focus
on and give its meaning in this context, or if focusing on a
particular piece of punctuation explain its usual purpose
L - Explain how that word/phrase/piece of punctuation links
to your point

Writing a Text Analysis - Example PEAL paragraph

How to write up a Science Experiment

Do I need a comma or semi-colon?
A main clause is a clause that makes sense on its own. It is also
sometimes referred to as a simple sentence.
A subordinate clause is a clause that does not make sense on its own.
It must be used alongside a main clause within a sentence.
A comma is used to separate a main and subordinate clause but only
when the subordinate clause comes first in the sentence.
If we go to the park today, I want to play on the swings.
I don’t think we should go to the park today because it is raining.
A semi-colon is used to separate two main clauses.
We can’t go to the park today: it is raining.

Year 6 writing supports

Year 6 writing supports

