
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Friday 24th November 2023 Weekly Issue Number 11 

 
School Values 
Earlier this year, we introduced our new school values which have been created by pupils and staff. We are now 
pleased to share visual images of our values which will begin to be displayed around school.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
These will be shared and discussed with the 

children in our Monday morning assemblies over 

the coming weeks and all of the children  
are discussing these further in their classes to 

create short explanation paragraphs with 
examples of how each value might be 

demonstrated.  
 

This week, Mrs Bugembe introduced the ‘G’  

and ‘R’ of the green values and here are some  
of the ideas that the children came up with in  

their class’s discussions: 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
“G means we are working together as an Echelford family to be the best we can” RG 
 
“We learn together and show good teamwork. We share. We should be kind to Echelford. If someone is 
stuck we can give them a hand. We make sure to help others. We remember to include everyone in 
what we are doing. Making progress in our learning and moving up through school.  
The whole world is learning” 3S 

 

“We think growing together as a community means making our community bigger and growing it to 
make sure everyone is included and represented. We can share different ideas which are celebrated by 
everyone. We get better at things by working together” 5W 
 

 
 
 
 
“Treating people and things in our school the right way. Caring and playing with others and making new 
friends.” 2W 

 
“It is important to respect everyone and everything so we can do our best learning. Everyone has the 
right to learn.” 4LJ 
 
“Respecting everyone no matter who they are and helping others when in need 
School property, from a chess piece to a gate, needs to be respected as this helps us grow and learn. 
Sharing resources so everyone has the opportunity to learn.” Yr 6 
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Parent Governor 
We are pleased to share with you that Christopher McAllan will be the new parent governor. Chris is a parent to 
children in Year 1 and Year 3. His experience as a teacher and more recently in finance and premises with Hounslow 

schools will bring a strong skill set to our governing body and we look forward to working with him in his new role as 

a governor. 
 
Times Tables Rock Stars 
The Year 5 children have been taking part in a very exciting TTRS battle this week. Throughout the week, Echelford 

classes have been climbing the leader board and the results are now in. Well done 5B who made it to 3rd position and 

to all Year 5 children who have been working hard this week. 
A special well done to Ilyas R, Ilyas K, Alazne P and Daniel I who have made it to the top spots across all schools.  

 
 
Year 5 River Walk 
This week, as part of our rivers topic, Year 5 have had a wonderful time visiting Penton Hook Lock 

and walking along the river. We were able to see a range of human and physical features and 
consolidate the knowledge taught during our Geography sessions. We 

investigated the course of the river, erosion, the flow of the river and many 

of its features (such as floodplains, deposits, pollution, sediments, 
meandering, tributaries and oxbows). The children modelled green choices 

throughout, were respectful towards pedestrians and asked brilliant 
questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
Festive Events 
Next week, the first of our festive events will be taking place. Our Reception children will be sharing their nativity with 
their parents and carers and are very excited to perform. A reminder to please contact the school office if you have 

not already booked a place. 

 
Mufti Day 
Next Friday 1st December will be Mufti Day. In exchange for your child wearing mufti, please can all Reception/ KS1 
children bring in a bottle. This can be something like a drink or shampoo. Can all KS2 children please bring in 

chocolates. These will be used as prizes at the PTFA Christmas Fair on the 8th December. Please ensure all bottles and 

chocolates are both in date and sealed. Also, please note children are not permitted to wear football kits or crop tops 
and only sensible shoes with a strap should be worn. Children must also bring a coat to school or they may not be 

able to go outside at playtime or lunch time.  

 
Echelford's Santa Fun Run 
This time next week, we will be kicking off the festive period with Echelford's Santa Fun Run. On Friday 1st December, 

3:30-4:15pm, to bring us together, we will start the countdown to Christmas with some festive fitness. This event is 

for everyone and is free for all participants. While you walk, skip or jog, you can enjoy some joyous music and festive 
treats. There will be a range of refreshments and Christmas accessories on offer for you, provided by the PTFA, to 

also purchase on the day. In preparation for the event, the children have been improving their stamina in school, 
through small pockets of walking, jogging and running being added to their daily routine. We do hope you are as 

excited as we are and come and join in with this fun, feel-good event. On the day, normal dismissal procedures will be 

followed. Entry to the start is via the KS1 playground and then onto the field. Exit via KS1 playground/gates. 
Trainers advised; festive accessories are optional. If you have any questions, please ask your class teacher. 

 
 
EYFS and KS1 Nativity DVD or Digital Link  
We are thrilled to announce the opportunity for you to capture and relive the magic of our 

EYFS and KS1 Nativity experiences! Our exclusive recording of the heart-warming 
performances of our EYFS and KS1 children is now available for purchase on DVD (£10) or 

as a convenient digital link (£8). The recordings will be sent home with your child (DVD) or 

emailed directly to you (digital link) before the end of the Autumn Term.  
Follow the link below or scan the QR code to purchase your copy! 

https://showcase.fcvideo.co.uk/echelford/ 

 
 
 

https://showcase.fcvideo.co.uk/echelford/


 
 
Nut Free School 
We would like to remind you that Echelford is a nut free school. Please do not give your child any food that contains 

nuts.  This includes Nutella, pesto, cereal bars, peanut butter, chicken satay etc.  If you are unsure, we would be grateful 

if you could check the ingredients before you pack their lunches and snacks. 
 

Healthy Snack for Break Time 
All children are welcome to bring a healthy snack to school to eat during their break time. These should be in as little 
packaging as possible because we're also keen to reduce our use of plastics (e.g. no bear yoyos or fruit winders). 

 

These snacks are limited to: 
• Fresh Fruit 

• Fresh Vegetables 
• Dried Fruit 

• Plain rice cakes 

• Bread sticks 
• Yoghurt tube 

• Plain crackers 
• Pitta bread or Wraps (with no filling) 

 
If children come into school with something that is not on the list, it will be sent back home. No cutlery should be 

brought in. A reminder that only Reception and Key Stage 1 children are provided daily fruit or vegetables as part of 

the Government scheme. 

 
 

 



 
 
Geography Bee Update 
With a few more class heats, we have had an incredible 240 children participate in the Geography Bee. As we head 

toward the finals, please find List 3 below. Mr Lockyer is busy making the badges for every participant, and these 

should be delivered to classes in the next week or so. Well done, everyone!  

 

Pupil Data Collection  
We are no longer sending home the pupil data sheet for parents to check and amend. If there are any changes that 
need to be made please ensure you complete the Change of Contacts form which can be found on our website under 

Parents - Online forms. 
 

Vacancies within the Trust 
 
Darley Dene School is recruiting: Are you ambitious and keen to make a difference? We are seeking to appoint a 

highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity 
for an individual who is patient and emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and inspirational team of teaching 

and support staff. For more information please visit https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1378206 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Best wishes, 
 

Karen Oakley    Jess Bugembe   

Co-Headteacher   Co-Headteacher 

 
   
   
 

 
 

https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1378206


 

 
 

 
This week, the winning classes are: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This week we have been learning… 

Reception This week we have been exploring letter writing through our story of the Jolly Postman. We’ve been 

practising our prediction strategies and story ordering and have even practised writing our very own 
letters to the Jolly Postman inviting him to visit our school! We’ve also been looking at world explorers 

and have focused on Nirmal Purja who climbed the 14 of the highest mountains in the world! We’ve 
been investigating part-part-wholes and found that these models can be found all around in the world 

around us, from our bodies, our faces, pens and pen lids and puzzle pieces!  

Phonics: sh, th, ng, nk 
spelling words: fix, fill, jam, leg, bell, dad, mess, bag, wet, duck  

Year 1 This week we have been practising our songs and actions for our Christmas show. We are very excited 

to show you soon! We finished reading our book ‘The Secret Sky Garden’ and we wrote a book review 

about it. In maths we have been making number lines using numbers 1- 20. In science we have been 
testing how we can change different materials by squashing, twisting, stretching and bending. We have 

also started to learn how to type on a keyboard in computing, starting with our own names.  
Phonics: e_e (ee), ew (yoo/ oo), ie (ee), aw (or),   

Tricky words: house, mouse, water, want 

Year 2 This week we have been extending our knowledge of Antarctica and The Arctic to understand Climate 

Change and how it is affecting our planet. In Literacy we have been writing a letter of concern to our 
local MP Kwasi Kwarteng that explains what we feel he should be doing to help the local environment. 

The children came up with ideas such as more bus routes to reduce people driving their own cars, more 
charging points for electric cars and planting more trees around Heathrow. Mrs Barber has posted them 

and we will await a response. 

Bridge to Spelling: 
This week we have looked at the different ways to spell ‘c’ and that after a short vowel 

sound there is usually ‘ck’. For example shock, quick, crack and check.  

Year 3 Year 3 took a deep dive into the world of crocodiles this week! The children spent time in Literacy 

researching them on the iPads and in books and have then written detailed fact files with headings and 
subheadings. The children then presented these to each other to practise their oracy skills.  In Maths, 

we have been looking at column subtraction to take 3 digit numbers away from 3 digit numbers. In 
PSHE, we looked at how to deal with conflict with our family and friends effectively using the ‘solve it 

 

Word of the week 

Each week, we will be sharing a word of the week. Please use this 

word with your child where possible, and encourage them to use it at 
home and school. 
 

guarantee (verb) 
Meaning: provide a formal assurance 

Example: “I guarantee you will like this.” 
Origin: Middle English (in the senses ‘protector’ and ‘safeguard’, also, 

as a verb, ‘keep safe from danger’): from variants of Old French 

guarant (noun), guarantir (verb) 

Winning Class – 2K 
Winning Class – 4M 



together’ technique. There has been lots of beautiful singing as we rehearse our songs for the 

Christmas concert.   
Spellings: To spell words where ‘-ing’, ‘-er’ and ‘-ed’ are added to multisyllabic words. For 

example: covered, listening, gardener. 

Year 4 This week, Year 4 have been continuing to explore their Power of Reading book Varjak Paw and have 

been writing narratives based on Varjak’s experience in the outside world and the things he might come 
across. They have been ensuring that they include pronouns in their writing to avoid repetition. In 

maths, we have finished our unit of discrete data and have been learning how to interpret and 
construct time graphs. In History, we have discovered artefacts that were believed to be from Ancient 

Mesopotamia and thought about how they might have been used in that time period.  

Spellings: Pronouns : he, him, his, her, she, they, them, man, woman, women  

Year 5 This week, Year 5 have enjoyed writing speeches from the perspective of Dooby, considering the 
different features that powerful and effective speeches have so that they can implement these into 

their writing. In Maths, we have been solidifying our understanding of short and long multiplication, and 

are beginning to delve into short division. Year 5 have also really enjoyed going on their river walks this 
week, and also completing presentations about different rivers around the world. 

Spellings: Words with the ending -ance or -ancy: abundancy, dominancy, brilliance, vacancy, 
elegance, hesitancy, relevancy, abundance, tolerance, extravagance. 

Year 6 This week, in Maths, Year 6 have developed their knowledge of ‘angles’ and being able to use their 
known facts in supporting them in problem solving and reasoning. In Music, we listen to and explored a 

range of musical accompaniments from ‘The Beatles’ and ‘The Isley Brothers’; drawing up our own 
comparisons using musical elements to develop our explanations. Singing rehearsals have also been 

underway for our Christmas Concert. 

Spellings: Words with the prefix: ‘-dis’, ‘-un’, ‘-over’ and ‘-im’. 
For example: dissatisfied, unnatural, overreact, impatient. 

 
ACE Awards 
Congratulations to the following children who have received this week’s ACE Award. 

Class Name Awarded …... 

RG Deyal  For projecting his voice in our Nativity practice this week.  

RL Rohan For consistently making green choices  

RO Madeline Always coming into school with a sunny smile and for trying your hardest in all that you do 

1A Kazim For joining in with the PE warmup and performing the dance we have been learning brilliantly 

this week! 

1C Hugo For aiming high in our class discussions using full sentences and excellent oracy skills.  

1H Elsie For bringing positivity and laughter into the classroom each day. 

2B Myles For aiming high and staying positive when completing his learning. 

2K Maximus For Working very hard in PE this week.  

2W Maxwell For sharing his ideas more confidently in the classroom and writing a fantastic story based on 
Leaf.  

3BT Verity  For a beautiful piece of artwork based on Picasso’s Cubism technique.  

3H Rubi For focusing well on her Literacy and Maths learning and participating in all other classroom 

activities.  

3S Gurdeep For continually making green choices and her improved focus in the classroom this week. Keep it 
up! 



4LJ Amelia For her wonderful effort to improve her use of punctuation this week 

4M Erika For consistently making green choices and her wonderful Maths and Literacy learning this week! 

4S Paige For her contribution to singing rehearsals and her positive attitude to her learning.  

5B Lily-Mae For her articulate speech writing and performing it with volume and enthusiasm. 

5G Darcie For her positive attitude and perseverance during Maths lessons whilst tackling long 
multiplication. 

5W Bonham For aiming high in all of his learning and writing a fantastic persuasive speech filled with Year 5 
and 6 words. 

6H Anaiya For aiming high in her maths learning by adding reasoning to support her answers and for 

demonstrating great teamwork skills when representing the school in this week’s football 

match.  

6J Hannah  For writing a fantastic description from the point of view of a dragonfly and showing purposeful 
editing   

6W Jackson For demonstrating a positive attitude towards his learning and aiming high to challenge himself 
in Maths. 

 
Gold Leaf Achievers  
Special congratulations to: Deyal K, Savanna H, Aria S, Charlie P, Saira A, Alfie Ma, Beau S, Bentley V, Isaac P,  

Joshua K, Eloise D, Adela F, Rheya B, Ayda W, Jude T, Daya K, Leo J, Albert M, Ayaat Z, Hugo G, Alfie E,  
Aekambeer S, Grayson Bi, Thomas G, Jaskirat D, Ava Y, Amber M, Helina M, Tia T, Ellis L, Franco B, Issri R, Ethan H, 

Erin M, Charlotte G, Navraj B, Elvy L, Ellie P, Grace E, Isla R, Jason K, Elliot P, Sahara S, Levi-Rose M, Robyn C, 

Sukhpreet Kaur T, Jude H, Rico P, Jasmine P, Jenson W, Maxwell T, Jude H, Reggie C, Frankie C, Musa M, Freddie W, 
Ioana D, Max K, Erika Z, Dylan T, Mannat K, Eddie C, Freddie Bou, Daisy A, Elisa , William C, Samara O, Dylan T, 

Arthur P, Emmilija M, Lily C, Eleanor S, Amber P, Kian C, Alazne P, Noemi O, Kornel P, Sara F, Zoe W, Alesha B,  
Darcie H, Jaya S, Annie V, Ava R, Shane C, Caitlin M, Ilyas K, Fiona G, Sophia H, Freya M, Damian T, Misha M, 

Meysam Z, Zack H, William A, Summer V, Emily A, Freya E, Imogen W, Nirvan S, Jackson H, John S and Mary J. 

 
 
Achievements outside of school 
If your child would like to celebrate success within the school community, please inform your 
class teacher or the office staff of your news.  Along with the Newsletter, we will display any 

sports achievement photos and information on our 'Sports Shout Outs' board in the gym. 

 
 

Congratulations to Kamran in 1A who recently attended a grading and received his green belt 
and a certificate in martial arts.  Well done Kamran on this fantastic achievement.  
 

 

 
 
Well done to Elvy in 2K and Ellis in 2B who have moved up to level 4, green hats 

swimming group this week.  They received a swimming badge and certificate to say 

they had passed level 3.  Congratulations to you both on this amazing achievement. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Term Dates for 2023 – 2024 

November  
Wednesday 29th   2.00pm Reception Nativity 
Thursday 30th  9.15am Reception Nativity 

December 
Friday 1st 

 
PTFA Mufti for Christmas Fair 

Friday 1st 3.30-4.15pm Santa Fun Run 
Wednesday 6th  2.00pm KS1 Nativity 
Thursday 7th  9.15am KS1 Nativity 
Friday 8th 

 
PTFA Christmas Fair 

Tuesday 12th  9.30pm & 2.30pm Upper KS2 Christmas Performance 
Wednesday 13th  9am Headteachers’ Assembly  
Thursday 14th  9.30pm & 2.30pm Lower KS2 Christmas Performance 
Tuesday 19th    1.45pm End of Term 

January 
Thursday 4th  

 
Children return to school 

Wednesday 17th  9.00am 4M Class Assembly 
Wednesday 24th 9.00am 5B Class Assembly 
Mon 29th Jan - Fri 2nd Feb  

 
Maths Week   

Wednesday 31st 
 

1C Class Assembly 
February 

Friday 2nd  
 

Year 3 Sleepover 
Friday 2nd  

 
Young Voices Concert at Wembley 

Mon 5th – Fri 9th 
 

Echelford Expo Week 
Monday 5th 

 
Year 3 Feet First 

Tuesday 6th 
 

Year 3 Feet First 
Tuesday 6th 9.30am EYFS Stay and Learn 
Tuesday 6th 

 
Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 7th  9.30am EYFS Stay and Learn 
Wednesday 7th  9.00am  3BT Assembly  
Thursday 8th 9.30am EYFS Stay and Learn 
Thursday 8th 

 
Year 3 Feet First 

Thursday 8th 3.00pm Year 2 PTFA Bake Sale 
Mon 12th – Fri 16th   

 
Half Term  

Saturday 17th 
 

Random Acts of Kindness Day 
Wednesday 28th  9.00am 2K Class Assembly 
Friday 29th  3.00pm Costume Sale for World Book Day and 

Year 3 PTFA Bake Sale 
March 

Wednesday 6th  
 

3H Class Assembly 
Thursday 7th     

 
World Book Day 

Fri 8th – Sun 17th   
 

Science week 

Wednesday 13th  9.00 1H Class Assembly 
Friday 15th 

 
Young Carers Day 

Fri 15th - Sun 17th  
 

Year 5 Bowles Residential 
Friday 15th 

 
Red Nose Day 

Wednesday 20th  
 

1A Class Assembly 
Tuesday 26th  4.00-7.00pm Parent Teacher Consultations 
Wednesday 27th  3.30-6.00pm  Parent Teacher Consultations 
Wednesday 27th   9.00am Headteachers’ Assembly 
Thursday 28th  1.45pm End of Term 

April  
Monday 15th     

 
Children return to school 

Wed 17th - Fri 19th 
 

Year 4 Bikeability Level 1 
Monday 22nd 

 
Earth Day 

Wednesday 24th  9.00am 5G Class Assembly 
Thursday 25th  3.00pm Year 4 PTFA Bake Sale 
Mon 29th Apr - Fri 3rd May 

 
Year 6 Bikeability 

May 
Wednesday 1st 9.00am 3S Class Assembly 
Monday 6th 

 
May Bank Holiday 

Wednesday 8th  
 

RG Class Assembly 



Mon 13th - Thurs 16th  
 

KS2 SATs week 
Thursday 16th  3.00pm Year 5 PTFA Bake Sale 
Mon 20th - Fri 24th  
Mon 20th - Fri 24th  

 
Year 4 Rise Up Festival (Exact dates TBC) 
Year 6 Bikeability 

Tuesday 21st 2.30pm EYFS Stay and Learn 
Wednesday 22nd 2.30pm EYFS Stay and Learn 
Wednesday 22nd 9.00am RL Class Assembly 
Thursday 23rd  2.30pm EYFS Stay and Learn 
Mon 27th May – Fri 31st      

 
Half Term 

                                                              June 
Mon 3rd (two-week period) 

 
Year 4 Multiplication Check 

Wed 5th  
 

Sports Day  
Friday 7th 

 
PTFA Lolly Sale 

Mon 10th -Fri 14th  
Mon 10th – Fri 14th 

 
Y1 Phonics Screening  
Y6 Bikeability 

Wednesday 12th  9.00am 4LJ Class Assembly 
Friday 14th 3.00pm PTFA Lolly Sale  
Friday 14th 

 
Mufti for Summer Fair 

Mon 17th - Fri 21st 
 

Book Fair 
Mon 17th - Fri 21st 

 
Healthy Eating Week 

Wednesday 19th  9.00am RD Class Assembly 
Friday 21st   

 
PTFA Summer Fair 

Friday 28th 3.00pm PTFA Lolly Sale  
July 

Mon 1st - Fri 5th  
 

Celebration of Us week 
Friday 5th 3.00pm PTFA Lolly Sale  
Wednesday 10th 1.30pm Year 6 production 
Wednesday 10th 6.30pm Year 6 production 
Friday 12th 3.00pm PTFA Lolly Sale  
Wednesday 17th  TBC  Year 6 Celebration Day and Colour Run 
Wednesday 17th 9.00am Headteachers’ Assembly 
Friday 19th  9.00am Leavers’ Assembly 
Friday 19th 

 
End of term 

Monday 22nd   
 

INSET Day 4 
Tuesday 23rd 

 
INSET Day 5 

 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Surrey County Council encourages residents to offer Supported 
Lodgings/foster 

Supported Lodgings, and Fostering are both incredibly rewarding experiences that 
can transform the lives of both the children/young people being supported and the 
carers’ themselves. Children and young people who enter the care system have 
often experienced trauma and instability in their lives, and a stable and supportive 
carer family can make a significant difference in their wellbeing and development. 
Nationally, there are currently over 70,000 children living with carer families in the 
UK. However, there is still a significant shortage of Supported Lodgings and foster 
carers, with around 9,265 new carer families needed in the next year alone. In 
Surrey, there are over 1,000 children in care and Surrey County Council have just 
under 400 carer families. 
  
Supported Lodgings is targeted at young adults aged 16-21 to help them build their 
independence skills ready to live independently in the future, from the security of a 
caring, stable home environment. 
Supported Lodgings Carers and Foster carers come from all walks of life and 
backgrounds, and there is no one-size-fits-all approach to caring. Whether you are 
single or married, young or old, own your own home or rent, you can still become a 
carer. The most important thing is a willingness to provide a safe and loving home 
for a child in need. 
  
This is the message that Surrey County Council is promoting in national recruitment 
film ‘Any of Us’. The short film has been jointly funded by over 80 councils across 
England and aims to raise awareness about fostering, particularly among those 
people who may not have previously considered themselves suited to caring for 
vulnerable children and young people. The film looks at the potential of three people 
from different backgrounds to become carers, and the potential of children they care 
for to grow and thrive. ‘Any of Us’ is available to watch from the 26th September. 
If you have ever thought about fostering, or offering Supported Lodgings, now is the 
time to take that first step and find out more. The more people who consider caring, 
the greater the chance of finding loving, stable homes for children in Surrey who 
desperately need them. 
  
You can contact Surrey County Council Fostering Service on 0300 123 1620 

 (this is the General Fostering Duty telephone, please ask for the Supported 
Lodgings worker, when connected), via email at 
supportedlodgings@surreycc.gov.uk or by visiting the 
website; www.surreycc.gov.uk/fostering 
 
You can watch ‘Any of Us’ via Any of Us - YouTube and connect with the Fostering 
Service on social media via @surreyfostering”  

 

 

 

 

glocom://03001231620/
glocom://03001231620/
mailto:supportedlodgings@surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/fostering
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSb7l6kqY9k


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


