
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Friday 17th November 2023 Weekly Issue Number 10 

 
At Echelford this week, we have been celebrating Anti-Bullying. The week began on Monday, which was also World 
Kindness day, when the children wore odd socks to celebrate being unique and different. In our whole school 

assembly, the children discussed the importance of kindness. This theme was continued throughout the week in their 
Literacy lesson as the children created a poem around kindness and explored the difference between 'banter' and 

'bullying'. These poems were entered into our House competition and we are pleased to share that Fire house scored 
the highest number of points and were the overall winners. 

 

Today, the week has culminated with the children participating in a whole school danceathon to celebrate the 
importance of working together as a team to raise awareness of Children in Need. Lots of fun was had by everyone as 

they danced in the comfort of their pyjamas. Thank you to everyone who has donated to our Children In Need 
fundraising effort. If you haven’t yet done so you can still donate via the following link: 
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=12118  
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Year 6 Trip to Bristol 
Last Friday, Year 6 returned from their adventures in Bristol. They spent the week exploring the city and the 

wonderful attractions Bristol has to offer.  
 

 Bristol Ferry Cruise: Setting sail on the iconic Bristol Ferry, the children soaked in the breath-taking views and 

learnt about the History of Bristol's floating harbour. 
  

St Mary Redcliffe Church: Exploring the rich history and stunning architecture of St Mary Redcliffe Church was 
a captivating experience for our curious minds. As well as learning about how the organ works! 

  

SS Great Britain: Stepping back in time, the students delved into history aboard the SS Great Britain, learning 
about Mr. Brunel and his famous designs, a true voyage of discovery! 

 
 Bristol Aquarium: The children were mesmerised by the vibrant marine life at Bristol Aquarium. The children 

explored the aquarium with a guided tour by experts who answered all of their sea life questions.  
  

ZaZa Bazaar: A delicious highlight of the trip! Our young foodies enjoyed a feast at ZaZa Bazaar, savouring 

diverse flavours.  
 

The children's exemplary behaviour was not only noticed by our teachers but also received compliments from 
members of the public. A massive thank you to our dedicated teachers, supportive parents, and of course, our 

fantastic students for making this trip a roaring success! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 Library Visit 
This week, our Year 3 children very much enjoyed a walk in our local area to visit Ashford Library. Here, they were 

greeted by the wonderful librarians who showed the children how to sign up for the library to take out books. We then 
spent time exploring their exciting range of books and enjoyed reading a story altogether. We hope that this trip has 

helped to inspire our children's love for reading and we look forward to future opportunities to share our love for 
books. 

 
 

Christmas Performances 
A letter will be emailed out this evening at 7PM outlining information about the various Christmas performances and 

how you can secure your tickets to be part of the audience. We have put all of the information together in one letter 
to hopefully minimise the different places to look for information. We are looking forward to being able to welcome 

audiences to performances in the coming weeks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Geography Bee 
What an exciting week! Over 100 children took part in Round One of our Geography Bee, and an amazing 45 are 

through to the next round. For those children who are through to round two, please see list below. Thank you, 
parents and carers, for supporting this challenge and well done to all the entrants! 

Echelford's Santa Fun Run 
This year, we will be kicking off the festive period with Echelford's Santa Fun Run. Last year's new addition to our 

Echelford community calendar, will take place on Friday 1st December, 3:30-4:15pm, to bring us together to start the 
countdown to Christmas with some festive fitness. This event is for everyone and is free for all participants. While you 

walk, skip or jog, you can enjoy some joyous music and festive treats. There will be a range of refreshments and 
Christmas accessories on offer for you, provided by the PTFA, to also purchase on the day. In preparation for the event, 

the children will be improving their stamina in school, through small pockets of walking, jogging and running being 

added to their daily routine. We do hope you are as excited as we are and come and join in with this fun, feel-good 
event.  

 
 

 
 



Penalty Notices to Address Poor Attendance at School 
A Penalty Notice may be issued as an alternative to the prosecution of a parent/carer for their child’s unauthorised 

absence from school and will be used by Surrey County Council in the following circumstances: - 
  
1. Pupils identified by police and education welfare officers engaged on Truancy Patrols and who have incurred 
unauthorised absences. 
  
2. Leave of absence in term time (5 days or 10 sessions or more). Please be aware that The Education (Pupil 
Registration) (England)(Amendment) Regulations 2013, which became law on 1st September 2013 state that 

Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. The 
Headteacher is also required to determine the number of school days a child can be away from school if leave is 

granted. 
  
In such cases the Headteacher/Governing Body have to judge whether there are exceptional circumstances and may 

request that the Local Authority issue Penalty Notices when the absence is not authorised. Warnings will not be given 
where it can be shown that parents have been notified that such absences will not be authorised. 
  
3. The issue of a Penalty Notice will also be considered where it is judged that a parent is failing to ensure their child's 

regular school attendance. This will be considered when a pupil has incurred 7 or more unauthorised sessions in the 

previous 6 school weeks, which may include a pupil arriving late after close of registration. 
  
If you believe at any stage that your child’s absence from school may leave you liable to receive a Penalty Notice, it is 
extremely important that you take action without delay to secure their regular attendance.  If you have any questions 

or require further support to achieve an improvement, please contact the school or the Education Inclusion Office. 
  
Penalty Notice relating to Exclusions 
If a child is excluded from school, Section 103 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 places a duty on 
parents/carers to ensure that their child is not in a public place without justifiable cause during school hours.  This 

duty applies to the first five days of each exclusion.  Failure to do so will render the parent/carer liable to a Penalty 
Notice. (Alternative education provision will be made available from the sixth day of any exclusion.) 
  
Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice 
The amount payable for a Penalty Notice issued in any of the above circumstances is £60 if paid within 21 days of 

receipt of the Notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days. If the Penalty Notice is not paid, the Local 
Authority must consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court for the offence for which the Notice was originally 

issued. 
  
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a Penalty Notice for each child who incurs unauthorised 

absences, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one Penalty Notice. 
  
If there are two parents, and two children incur unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two Penalty Notices, 

which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 28 days. 
  
Advice and support is available from an Inclusion Officer by contacting your local Education Office as follows: - 
  
North West - Tel: 01483 518130 
South West - Tel: 01483 517179 
 
  

North East - Tel: 01372 833588 

South East - Tel: 01737 737777 

 
Vacancies Within the Trust 
Echelford School is recruiting: Your Community Needs You! Are you friendly, reliable, willing to work outdoors in 
all weathers and physically fit, to ensure the safety of children and parents? Do you care about your community and 

have a little time to spare? If the answer is yes, we have the perfect job for you!! Echelford school are recruiting for a 
school crossing patrol officer. For more information please visit: https://www.eteach.com/job/school-crossing-patrol-

officer-1378197 

 
Darley Dene School is recruiting: Are you ambitious and keen to make a difference? We are seeking to appoint a 

highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity 
for an individual who is patient and emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and inspirational team of 

teaching and support staff. For more information please visit https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1378206 
 
 

glocom://01483518130/
glocom://01483518130/
glocom://01483517179/
glocom://01483517179/
glocom://01372833588/
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glocom://01737737777/
https://www.eteach.com/job/school-crossing-patrol-officer-1378197
https://www.eteach.com/job/school-crossing-patrol-officer-1378197
https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1378206


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Best wishes, 

 
Karen Oakley    Jess Bugembe   

Co-Headteacher   Co-Headteacher 

 
   
   
 

 
 
This week, the winning classes are: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This week we have been learning… 

Reception We have had a very busy week in Reception. We started our week wearing odd socks and talking about 

what makes each of us special. We continued our learning about places all around the world with a 
focus on animals. We enjoyed sorting animals into their different habitats as well as writing about 

them. In Maths this week we have been learning about parts and wholes. In between all our learning, 

we have been doing lots of practise of our Nativity.    
Phonics: z,zz,qu, ch  
spelling words: zip, buzz, quit, chip   

Year 1 We have had a very exciting week in Year 1. We started off by wearing odd socks to school to show 

that we are all unique and to celebrate our differences. We then wrote a class poem as part of World 
Kindness Day to highlight how we can be kind to others and how we can help others if they are feeling 

upset. During the week, we have had a lot of fun beginning to learn our Nativity songs as a year group 
and we have added actions to some of them. To end our week, we even wore our pyjamas to school 

for Children in Need, which was really exciting! 
Phonics:  
a_e - made, same, snake 
i_e - time, ripe, inside 
o_e - home, explode, stone 
u_e - cube, cute, tube 
Tricky words: could, would, should, our 

Year 2 This week 2B shared their class assembly with the other children in Year 2, their siblings and grown-
ups. The 2B team are so proud of them for speaking so clearly and singing beautifully. Year 2 have also 

kick started our Nativity practice. If your child has lines, please continue to practise these with them, 
ensuring they are slow and clear. Within our Literacy this week, we have created Kindness letters to our 

main character, Leaf. We have been focussing on our punctuation, specifically exclamation and 

 

Word of the week 

Each week, we will be sharing a word of the week. Please use this 

word with your child where possible, and encourage them to use it at 
home and school. 
 

marvellous (adjective) 
Meaning: causing great wonder; extraordinary 

Example: “She drew the most marvellous picture.” 
Origin: from Old French merveille, from late Latin mirabilia, neuter 

plural of Latin mirabilis ‘wonderful’, from mirari ‘wonder at’. 

Winning Class – 2W 
Winning Class – 4LJ 



question marks. Additionally, in Maths we have been creating pictograms to help us represent and 

interpret data. 
Bridge to Spelling: 
Short vowel sounds are protected by double letters e.g. spill 

Year 3 This week, our Year 3 children walked to Ashford Library and had a great time exploring their wide 

range of children’s books. This has helped inspire our further reading of ‘Krindlekrax’ where we have 
focused on the character of ‘Corky’. He is a kind caretaker who shares his experience with the crocodile. 

The children wrote brilliant character descriptions of Corky and wrote a letter in his voice to the main 
protagonist, Ruskin. In Maths, we have continued to look at different ways in which we can add and 

subtract two three-digit numbers, particularly focusing on rounding to estimate our answers. To 
conclude our week, the children reflected on ‘Children in Need’ and created their anti-bullying poems.  
Spellings: To spell words with the prefix ‘mis-’ 
mistake, mislead, misbehave, misspell, misplace, misread, mistrust, misunderstanding, 
misuse, mislaid 

Year 4 This week, Year 4 have been reflecting on how to be a good friend in our Anti-Bullying week. We wore 

odd socks on Monday and also wrote anti-bullying poems about how we can all be kinder to one 

another. We also enjoyed taking part in a Danceathon on Friday to raise money for Children in Need 
and wore our PJs. In Maths, we explored pictograms and bar charts including how to read, interpret 

them and construct them. In Literacy, we have written diary entries for Varjak Paw considering his 
thoughts and feelings in the events taken place so far.  
Spellings: Foolishly, Sadly, Proudly, Happily, Nervously and Completely.  

Year 5 This week, Year 5 have been thinking about Anti-Bullying Week in Literacy. Each class was introduced 

to a picture book where the main character is having a difficult time, and the children have written 
letters to this character, ‘reaching out’ and giving them advice on what decisions to make. In Maths, we 

have looked at different multiplication strategies, including the partition method, short multiplication 

and long multiplication. We have also been using our scientific enquiry skills to consider different 
questions on the topic of Forces. 
Spellings: Words with the suffix -ant: distant, dominant, brilliant, vacant, elegant, ignorant, 
tolerant, abundant, fragrant, constant. 

Year 6 This week, Year 6 immersed themselves in ‘Anti-Bullying Week’. On Monday, the children showed off 
their odd socks and used their Literacy lesson to write an engaging poem to promote anti-bullying. The 

children also delved into their new Art topic; having the opportunity to compare the work of Lucy 
Arnold and Rosalind Monks in preparation for creating their own inspired pieces. In Maths, we 

concluded our Fractions unit and have moved on to Angles. To conclude the week, the children 

celebrated Children in Need and participated in a whole-school danceathon. 
Spellings: Words with the prefix ‘dis-’, ‘un-’, ‘over-’ and ‘im-’. 
For example: dissatisfied, unnecessary, overreact, impatient 

 
ACE Awards 
Congratulations to the following children who have received this week’s ACE Award. 

Class Name Awarded …... 

RG James For coming into class with a smile on his face each day this week.  

RL Yuna For her confident performance in our Nativity practises.  

RO Logan For always setting an excellent example in class and for super independent writing  

1A Ismail For his good work in maths this week and working well as part of a group.  

1C Effie For using excellent expressions in her reading.  

1H Sienna H For always being ready to learn and putting so much effort into everything she does. 

2B Tia For thinking creatively within her learning, particularly within her kindness letter to Leaf. 

2K Grace For always setting an excellent example for her peers and trying very hard in her writing this 

week.  



2W Vidhaan For fantastic progress in using his phonics in his writing since he joined Echelford. 

3BT Mia  For her positive approach to school and determination in all areas of learning.  

3H Skylar For working hard to memorise the countries and their capitals for the first round of the 
Geography Bee.  

3S David For continually showing Green Choices and following classroom expectations. 

4LJ Jake Me For his wonderful use of ambitious vocabulary and confidence when sharing this with the class 

4M Millie G For her wonderful effort in her Maths and Literacy lessons this week! 

4S Rosie For her lovely effort in her swimming and her anti-bullying poem! 

5B Lily For her creative writing techniques and always showing high expectations for learning and 

behaviour. 

5G Timotei For his fabulous effort when writing a letter to advise in Literacy this week.  

5W Myla-

Rose 

For modelling green choices to her peers and creating a fantastic anti-bullying poem. 

6H Billy For his enthusiasm and amazing contributions in his Maths lessons this week.  

6J Eryn  For creating a fantastic anti-bullying poster including similes and alliteration.  

6W Kavanch For sharing positive contributions in the classroom this week and determination in his learning. 

 
Gold Leaf Achievers  
Special congratulations to: Aria S, Aryaa D, Deanna S, Alex I, Tommy B, Jude T, Jovan G, Logan F, Ahmed A, Adela F, 
Madeline B, Lexi B, Rheya B, Ayda W, Lennon F, Kanan A, Amelia D, Laksh K, Ivy G, Leo W, Theodore C, Sienna H, 

Leah A, Brooke F, Myra S, Ayaan H, Grace N, Josh K, Ethan H, Idris K, Ava S, Aizah M, Rosie M, Jackson D, Jaap K, 

Noah S, Georgina P, Saoirse M, Theodore B, Rose E, Teddy J, Kaira G, Amelia B, John B, Jonathan B, Darcy H, Ilyas R, 
Niharika J, Daisy A, Dylan T, Elizabeth C, Ranjot D, Chloe M, Zoya R, Timotei A, Eleanor S, Hashveen K, Emmilija M, 

Summer H, Darcie H, Jake P, Alazne P, Zoe W, Sydney M, Joe W, Grace P, Ava A, Ethan P, Misha M, Jotham D,  
Bachir B, Arya A, Yacine S, Millie W, Elif A, Lily-Grace O, Georgie B, Freya E, Ellie B, Darcy B, Lisa-Marie O and  

Gracie S. 

 
Achievements outside of school 
If your child would like to celebrate success within the school community, please inform your class teacher or the 
office staff of your news.  Along with the Newsletter, we will display any sports achievement 

photos and information on our 'Sports Shout Outs' board in the gym. 

 
 

Congratulations to Max in 1C who received his 5-metre swimming certificate and medal recently.  
Well done Max on this amazing achievement. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Last weekend, Cameron in 6W travelled to Wales to play Cardiff in an Ice Hockey League 

match. Cameron scored two goals and won the “Spirit of the Game” trophy. His efforts helped 
his team secure an 8-2 victory over Cardiff. Congratulations Cameron on this amazing 

achievement. 



 

Well done to Heidi in 1C who took part in the Remembrance Parade in Ashford last Sunday with 

her Rainbow Group.  We are very proud of you and all the other children who gave up their free 
time to take part in our local parade. 
 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Musa in 4LJ who played football with his team, Halliford 

Colts U9, against Woking Town last Sunday.  Musa and his team mates 
managed to win 6-0 and he was awarded the Man of the Match.  Well done Musa on this 

amazing achievement. 

 
 
 

 
Term Dates for 2023 – 2024 

November  
Wednesday 29th   2.00pm Reception Nativity 
Thursday 30th  9.15am Reception Nativity 

December 
Friday 1st 

 
PTFA Mufti for Christmas Fair 

Friday 1st 3.30-4.15pm Santa Fun Run 
Wednesday 6th  2.00pm KS1 Nativity 
Thursday 7th  9.15am KS1 Nativity 
Friday 8th 

 
PTFA Christmas Fair 

Tuesday 12th  9.30pm & 2.30pm Upper KS2 Christmas Performance 
Wednesday 13th  9am Headteachers’ Assembly  
Thursday 14th  9.30pm & 2.30pm Lower KS2 Christmas Performance 
Tuesday 19th    1.45pm End of Term 

January 
Thursday 4th  

 
Children return to school 

Wednesday 17th  9.00am 4M Class Assembly 
Wednesday 24th 9.00am 5B Class Assembly 
Mon 29th Jan - Fri 2nd Feb  

 
Maths Week   

Wednesday 31st 
 

1C Class Assembly 
February 

Friday 2nd  
 

Year 3 Sleepover 
Friday 2nd  

 
Young Voices Concert at Wembley 

Mon 5th – Fri 9th 
 

Echelford Expo Week 
Monday 5th 

 
Year 3 Feet First 

Tuesday 6th 
 

Year 3 Feet First 
Tuesday 6th 9.30am EYFS Stay and Learn 
Tuesday 6th 

 
Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 7th  9.30am EYFS Stay and Learn 
Wednesday 7th  9.00am  3BT Assembly  
Thursday 8th 9.30am EYFS Stay and Learn 
Thursday 8th 

 
Year 3 Feet First 

Thursday 8th 3.00pm Year 2 PTFA Bake Sale 
Mon 12th – Fri 16th   

 
Half Term  

Saturday 17th 
 

Random Acts of Kindness Day 
Wednesday 28th  9.00am 2K Class Assembly 
Friday 29th  3.00pm Costume Sale for World Book Day and 

Year 3 PTFA Bake Sale 
March 

Wednesday 6th  
 

3H Class Assembly 
Thursday 7th     

 
World Book Day 

Fri 8th – Sun 17th   
 

Science week 

Wednesday 13th  9.00 1H Class Assembly 
Friday 15th 

 
Young Carers Day 

Fri 15th - Sun 17th  
 

Year 5 Bowles Residential 



Friday 15th 
 

Red Nose Day 
Wednesday 20th  

 
1A Class Assembly 

Tuesday 26th  4.00-7.00pm Parent Teacher Consultations 
Wednesday 27th  3.30-6.00pm  Parent Teacher Consultations 
Wednesday 27th   9.00am Headteachers’ Assembly 
Thursday 28th  1.45pm End of Term 

April  
Monday 15th     

 
Children return to school 

Wed 17th - Fri 19th 
 

Year 4 Bikeability Level 1 
Monday 22nd 

 
Earth Day 

Wednesday 24th  9.00am 5G Class Assembly 
Thursday 25th  3.00pm Year 4 PTFA Bake Sale 
Mon 29th Apr - Fri 3rd May 

 
Year 6 Bikeability 

May 
Wednesday 1st 9.00am 3S Class Assembly 
Monday 6th 

 
May Bank Holiday 

Wednesday 8th  
 

RG Class Assembly 
Mon 13th - Thurs 16th  

 
KS2 SATs week 

Thursday 16th  3.00pm Year 5 PTFA Bake Sale 
Mon 20th - Fri 24th  

Mon 20th - Fri 24th  

 
Year 4 Rise Up Festival (Exact dates TBC) 

Year 6 Bikeability 

Tuesday 21st 2.30pm EYFS Stay and Learn 
Wednesday 22nd 2.30pm EYFS Stay and Learn 
Wednesday 22nd 9.00am RL Class Assembly 
Thursday 23rd  2.30pm EYFS Stay and Learn 
Mon 27th May – Fri 31st      

 
Half Term 

                                                              June 
Mon 3rd (two-week period) 

 
Year 4 Multiplication Check 

Wed 5th  
 

Sports Day  
Friday 7th 

 
PTFA Lolly Sale 

Mon 10th -Fri 14th  

Mon 10th – Fri 14th 

 
Y1 Phonics Screening  

Y6 Bikeability 

Wednesday 12th  9.00am 4LJ Class Assembly 
Friday 14th 3.00pm PTFA Lolly Sale  
Friday 14th 

 
Mufti for Summer Fair 

Mon 17th - Fri 21st 
 

Book Fair 
Mon 17th - Fri 21st 

 
Healthy Eating Week 

Wednesday 19th  9.00am RD Class Assembly 
Friday 21st   

 
PTFA Summer Fair 

Friday 28th 3.00pm PTFA Lolly Sale  
July 

Mon 1st - Fri 5th  
 

Celebration of Us week 
Friday 5th 3.00pm PTFA Lolly Sale  
Wednesday 10th 1.30pm Year 6 production 
Wednesday 10th 6.30pm Year 6 production 
Friday 12th 3.00pm PTFA Lolly Sale  
Wednesday 17th  TBC  Year 6 Celebration Day and Colour Run 
Wednesday 17th 9.00am Headteachers’ Assembly 
Friday 19th  9.00am Leavers’ Assembly 
Friday 19th 

 
End of term 

Monday 22nd   
 

INSET Day 4 
Tuesday 23rd 

 
INSET Day 5 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


